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aƻōƛƭƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƪŜȅ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ŜǊŀΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ōŀǧƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƛƴ ƎǳŜǊǊƛƭƭŀ ǿŀǊŦŀǊŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƊŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ 

ƭƻƎƛǎǝŎŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊƛƻǳǎΦ /ƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǝƳŜǎ ƻũŜǊ 

ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎƻƴŘ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘƛǊǘȅ ¸ŜŀǊǎϥ ²ŀǊ ǊŜǎπ

ǇŜŎǝǾŜƭȅΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 

ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ !ƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŜƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ²ŀǊǎ ƻŦ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ L ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊπ

ǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ ŎƘƛǾŀƭǊƛŎ ǿŀǊŦŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƻŦ Ǝǳƴǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴƴƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴƅƛŎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΣ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇƘŀǎŜΣ ƻŦ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎ ŦǊƻƴǘǎ ƻƴ 

ǘǿƻ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎΥ tƛŎŀǊŘȅ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀƳǇŀƎƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ bŀǾŀǊǊŜ ŀƴŘ Lǘŀƭȅ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘΦ CǊŀƴŎŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ŀƭƻƴŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛǘΥ {ǇŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ 

Iƻƭȅ wƻƳŀƴ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ ƻŦ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΣ Lǘŀƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǝƻƴ ƻŦ DŜƴƻŀ ŀƴŘ ±ŜƴƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ 

Ŭƴŀƭƭȅ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǊ ƭŜŘ ōȅ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ L ƛǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘǿƻ ŘƛǎǝƴŎǘ 

ǇƘŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŎƘǊƻƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅΦ CǊƻƳ мрмр ǘƻ мрнл ǿŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ 

CǊŜƴŎƘ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ aŀǊƛƎƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƴǉǳŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ǳŎƘȅ ƻŦ 

aƛƭŀƴΦ CǊƻƳ мрнл ǘƻ мрнрΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ƻŦ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ L ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ± ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΣ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎ ŦǊƻƴǘǎΣ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ 

ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ƎŀƳŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ƻŦ tŀǾƛŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǊƛǎƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǘǿƻ ōƻƻƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŜƳƻƛǊǎ όǇŜǊƛƻŘ мрмр-мрнрύ ƻŦ aŀǊǝƴ .ŜƭƭŀȅΣ ŀƴ 

ƻŶŎŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ŀǊƳȅ ƻŦ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ L ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǊΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 

ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǎǘŀƪŜΦ aŀǊǝƴ Řǳ .ŜƭƭŀȅΣ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎΣ ŀŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴƅƛŎǘΣ 

ƳƻǾŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǊΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ aŀǊƛƎƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ tƛŎŀǊŘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ 

ǎǳŎƘ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǎǝƳƻƴƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ Φ 
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LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ 
  Mobility has always been, no matter the time, a key factor in winning. Whether the battles are fought in order or in guerrilla mo-

del, it is often the faction with the best logistical organization that will be victorious. Contemporary and modern periods respective-

ly offers many examples such as World War II and the Thirty Years War. On the other hand, few studies have been made on the 

question during the transition from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance or ç Modern age è. The Italian wars of Francis I gave the 

opportunity to observe the passage from the model of chivalrous warfare of the Middle Ages to the firearms and cannons which 

would characterize the modern period. What is interesting in this conflict is the appearance, during its second phase, of simulta-

neous fronts on two distant territories that are Picardy and Champagne in the north and Navarre and Italy in the south. France must 

face alone several enemies who surround her: Spain, the Holy Roman Empire, Italy except Genoa and Venice and finally England. 

The study of this war led by Fran­ois Ier is divided into two distinct phases that can be delimited chronologically. From 1515 to 

1520 we witness the French domination with the victory of Marignan and the reconquest of the Duchy of Milan. From 1520 to 

1525, the defeat of Fran­ois I in the race for the election to the throne of the Holy Empire against Charles V triggered the second 

phase of the war, which was characterized by the opening of several simultaneous fronts, thus opening a real period of failures 

which will end to the defeat of Pavia. The study through the prism that are the first two books of the Memoirs (period 1515-1525) of 

Martin Bellay, officer of the royal army of Fran­ois Ier during this war, allows to understand well the stake of the mobility. Martin 

du Bellay, actor and observer of this conflict, traveled a lot during this war. He was indeed present in Marignan and Picardy and as 

such his testimonies are essential in the approach to the problem of mobility.  

 

Pierre Bourcy l'Ancien : la conversion de Saul, 1562: 

An example of an army moving 

Map of the traject in direction of Marignan, in 1515 as described 

by Martin du Bellay 

Materials and Methods 

Results 

Although the link between War and Mobility seems to be obvious, studies and books on the subject in modern times are 

rare. Considering that the Italian wars are one of the most studied subjects of modern history, this observation may seem surprising 

but corresponds to a reality. At no time was it given to me to find a book or an article dealing with this subject. Of course, this con-

cept is mentioned in a number of papers but has not been taken up in a comprehensive study. The definition of the term mobility 

should be examined. We think of the ability to move from point A to point B. But mobility requires first of all the organization of a 

movement, the management of many people, coherence within a moving army, the conduct of troops on the battlefield in real time . 

It should be noted that the concept of journey is only partially taken into account here. Little attention will be paid to landscape des-

cription or narration of events occurring on the travelerôs route. These elements thatserve as an illustrations werenôt used as analysis 

elements.  

Reislaeufer Luzerner Schilling, representation of 
Swiss  returning home after the cremona mas-

When it comes to mobilty we had noticed  that for Bellay, although a leading actor and witness, mo-

bility is not necessarily a subject in itself because it is an integral part of his life. For him the displace-

ments result from negotiations, negotiations, strategies, the stakes put at the service of the realization of 

the royal ambitions. Mobility comes to serve a cause, it is a tool that makes it possible to achieve an ob-

jective which is here the conquest of the Milanese, but also to defend oneself against 4 different armies. 

This is an army moving from front to front. So mobility is not described in detail. We have therefore ex-

tended our research to other books and authors to analyse in detail what mobility covers, how it is orga-

nised. We found out that It was clear that mobility is inherent in the military condition. It is then necessa-

ry to decode the written and the facts, to observe the European area in a global way in order to see the li-

mit of the displacements, To grasp the words belonging to the lexical field of mobility in order to better 

approach the perception that a man of arms such as Du Bellay may have of this question. The form of 

writing necessarily influences the way of apprehending events. To really understand mobility and how it 

is perceived by the men of that time, one must be attentive to the writings relating to the movements lea-

ding from city to city between battles but also when a clash takes place. 

Use of a hoist to move the cannons in the mountain: 

Tomb of Francis I, Basilica of Saint-Denis 

Ma´tre ¨ la Rati¯re (16th century), according 
to his engraver's mark. (Brulliot 1832) - RMN 
(Domaine de Chantilly) Ren®-Gabriel Oj®da: 

The notion of mobilty was a normality for people like Martin Du bellay, it was their everyday life, going on the 

horse for the major part of the year is an everyday action. It migth look like an evidence, understanding that it was 

one gives us hints on the perception of life by those soldiers, their preoccupations, how they did adapt to specials 

circumstances and their evolution in a time which is located on a turning point chronogically speaking, bringing in 

the particularities that will characterize the modern period. That work of understanding comes in the way of St®-

phane Galôs work with project called Marchôalpes. Which was a physical reproduction of Francis Iôs armies cros-

sing the alps with the same equipments as the soldiers of Martin du Bellay times. And on a larger point of view the 

notion of movements and perception of renaissance armies. What is interstenting to point out for further researchs 

are the relation between armies and civilians of the territories which the armed forces are going by. Because des-

pite the common belief that every armyy during that period was robbing people of their goods, they needed the lo-

cal people to advance with safety on those territories with guides and a constant food chain to keep the army in 

shape and discipline.  
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